THE CARTOGRAPHERS / Peng Shepherd

READING GROUP QUESTIONS

1. At the beginning of The Cartographers, Nell notes that the Fra Mauro Map’s cardinal directions are upside down, with south above and north below. How does this hint at Nell’s journey throughout the rest of the novel? Is there a “correct” way to view the world?

2. Did you have any initial theories as to what made the gas station map so valuable and dangerous? Were you surprised by the way the mystery unfolded?

3. Why do you think Peng Shepherd chose New York State as the main setting of The Cartographers? Did you learn anything new about the iconic locations Nell visits? What settings stood out to you most?

4. The Cartographers explores different eras of technology from ancient maps to library databases and contemporary search engines. Why do you think Nell is drawn to older tools? What are the pros and cons of older and newer search technology? 

5. What was your first impression of Nell’s father, Dr. Young? How did your understanding of him change by the end of the novel?

6. The Cartographers explores the misleading nature of representation, both for people and places. Is it possible to ever understand a person or a place entirely? 

7. The Cartographers asks: what is the purpose of a map? By the end of the novel, did you feel that question was answered?  How has The Cartographers changed the way you think about maps?

8. Think about the various characters who take up the quest of discovering the unknown. What motivates them? Do you think you would have what it takes to continue chasing the clues? 

9. When do secrets protect, and when do they cause harm? Do you agree with the reasons why secrets were kept from Nell?

10. How do you interpret the ending of the novel? What thoughts and emotions did you experience as you finished the last page?

11. Has reading The Cartographers inspired you to consider what else could be hidden in plain sight? What secrets would you hope to discover?
